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Punched cards to petaflops
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Los Alamos National Laboratory’s key role in the
evolution of computing

National security science, and nuclear weapons science in particular, at Los Alamos
National Laboratory have provided a key motivation for the evolution of large-scale
scientific computing. Beginning with the Manhattan Project there has been a constant
stream of increasingly significant, complex problems in nuclear weapons science
whose timely solutions demand larger and faster computers. The relationship between
national security science at Los Alamos and the evolution of computing is one of
interdependence.
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